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John Sargent
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Alaska District
Fairbanks Field Office, Regulatory Division (1145) CEPOA-RD
1046 Marks Road
Fort Wainwright, AK 99703
regpagemaster@usace.army.mil; John.C.Sargent@usace.army.mil

January xx, 2026

Re: Comment opposing permit application POA-2010-00286 Cold Bay

Mr. Sargent,

I am writing to express my strong opposition to the construction of the road proposed in permit application POA-2010-00286 Cold Bay, across aquatic habitats of the highest value in the Izembek National Wildlife Refuge and Wilderness. The proposed road would cause irreparable impact to this special aquatic site of global importance. More effective and less expensive alternatives exist to meet stated community interests.

The Izembek and Kinzarof lagoons and their adjacent wetlands support exceptionally diverse and abundant wildlife. Izembek houses the world’s largest eelgrass beds, and this foundational ecosystem is a key hub for migratory birds in the entire Pacific Flyway and beyond. Izembek supports hundreds of thousands of aquatic birds, including nearly the entire population of Pacific Black Brant, Emperor Goose, and 70 percent of the threatened Steller’s Eider. The narrow isthmus between Izembek and Kinzarof lagoons is a critical movement corridor for birds, caribou, brown bear, wolf, and other wildlife, as well as the most important nesting habitat for aquatic birds in the Izembek Refuge and Wilderness.

Degradation and loss of Izembek’s biological resources would lead to socio-economic harm to communities across Alaska and beyond. Izembek-dependent Brant, Cackling geese, and other migratory waterfowl are important food and cultural resources for subsistence communities across Alaska. Dozens of tribes and Indigenous entities across Alaska have formally opposed the proposed road. Izembek-dependent migratory waterfowl are also traditionally hunted in their non-breeding grounds in the Lower 48 and appreciated for their ecological and aesthetic values.

Several deficiencies in the permit application sharply contrast with the major impacts that the proposed road would have on the ecological and socio-economic values of the Izembek Refuge and Wilderness. The permit application fails to consider the magnitude of the impacts of the proposed road, including impacts to several species listed as threatened or endangered under the Endangered Species Act that occur in the area of the proposed road. Consideration of practicable alternatives to meet the needs of the community of King Cove that would have lesser environmental impacts than the proposed road is completely absent in the permit application. The permit application also lacks adequate consideration of measures to avoid and minimize impacts to the aquatic ecosystem, and the consideration of compensatory mitigation is entirely inadequate.

[bookmark: _Hlk218607646]Other economic impacts of the proposed road refer to its cost of construction and maintenance. Recent estimates call for at least $127 million for road construction and $975,000 per year for maintenance. There are no private investors with local interests that could contribute to these costs. Beyond local interests and needs, the proposed road would not have broader benefits to the region, the state, and the nation. Meanwhile, many of the nearly 300 remote communities in Alaska currently face acute needs for basic infrastructure such as housing and access to clean water.

Controversy about the environmental and economic impacts of the proposed road has involved diverse legal and procedural issues as well as multiple lawsuits. The proposed road violates the numerous laws and established processes for public decision making, including the National Wildlife Refuge System Administration Act, as amended by the National Wildlife Refuge System Improvement Act, Wilderness Act, National Environmental Policy Act, Alaska National Interest Lands Conservation Act (ANILCA Titles XI and VIII), Endangered Species Act, and Administrative Procedure Act. In November 2025, three lawsuits with claims pertaining to several of the above-mentioned laws were filed contesting the land exchange that led to this permit application.

Because of these diverse issues, I respectfully request that this permit application be denied.

Thank you for considering this request.

Sincerely,




