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Loons and Waterfowl Shorebirds, Landbirds, and Raptors Gulls, Terns, and Alcids

Cetaceans: migration and feeding Bowhead, Beluga, and Gray* Whale Red-throated Loon, Yellow-billed Loon Red Phalarope Arctic Tern

Birds: marine foraging Polar Bear
King Eider, Spectacled Eider, Steller's 

Eider

Black-legged Kittiwake, Glaucous 

Gull, Sabine's Gull

Walrus*, Bearded, Ringed, and 

Ribbon* Seal
Long-tailed Duck

Beaufort Shelf Break
Beaufort 

Shelf

Shelf break, 

upwelling
Cetaceans: migration Bowhead* and Beluga Whale

Cetaceans: migration and feeding Bowhead Whale
Pacific Loon*, Red-throated Loon, Yellow-

billed Loon
Red Phalarope, other shorebirds Arctic Tern

Polar Bears: feeding and denning Polar Bear
Common Eider*, King Eider, Spectacled 

Eider, Steller's Eider
Pomarine Jaeger

Black-legged Kittiwake, Glaucous 

Gull, Sabine's Gull

Pinnipeds: pupping
Walrus*, Bearded, Ringed, and 

Spotted Seal
Brant, Long-tailed Duck Thick-billed Murre

Birds: marine foraging

Birds: marine foraging, migration staging, 

waterfowl nesting and molting
Bowhead Whale (recent) Red-throated Loon, Yellow-billed Loon Arctic Tern

Polar Bears: feeding and denning Polar Bear Surf Scoter, King Eider, Spectacled Eider Glaucous Gull

Bowhead Whales: feeding (recent) Spotted Seal Brant, Long-tailed Duck

Cetaceans: migration and feeding Bowhead Whale Red-throated Loon, Yellow-billed Loon Arctic Tern

Pinnipeds: foraging and pupping Polar Bear
Surf Scoter, Common Eider, King Eider, 

Spectacled Eider
Glaucous Gull

Polar Bears: feeding and denning Bearded and Ringed Seal Brant, Long-tailed Duck Black Guillemot, Kittlitz's Murrelet

Birds: marine foraging, waterfowl nesting, 

seabird colonies

Caribou: calving, migration, and insect 

relief
Caribou

Pacific Loon, Red-throated Loon, Yellow-

billed Loon

American Golden-Plover, Black-bellied Plover, 

Buff-breasted Sandpiper, Bar-tailed Godwit, 

Dunlin, Long-billed Dowitcher, Pectoral 

Sandpiper, Red Phalarope, Red-necked 

Phalarope, Ruddy Turnstone, Semipalmated 

Sandpiper, Stilt Sandpiper

Arctic Tern

Birds: nesting, migration staging, and 

waterfowl molting
Polar Bear

Black Scoter, King Eider, Spectacled Eider, 

Steller's Eider
Sabine's Gull

Polar Bears: denning

Brant, Cackling Goose, Emperor Goose, 

Greater White-fronted Goose, Long-tailed 

Duck, Northern Pintail, Snow Goose*, 

Tundra Swan

Colville River

Central 

Arctic 

Coastal 

Plain

Cliffs, largest 

arctic river 

(winter riparian 

habitat)

Birds: raptor nesting
Golden Eagle, Gyrfalcon, Peregrine Falcon, 

Rough-legged Hawk

BirdsImportant 

Ecological Area 
Ecoregion

Geophysical 

Features
Key Values Mammal Species

Barrow Canyon
Beaufort 

Slope

Submarine 

canyon, 

upwelling

Smith Bay

Beaufort 

Nearshore 

and Shelf

River inflow, 

barrier islands

Teshekpuk Lake

Central 

Arctic 

Coastal 

Plain

Barrier islands, 

thaw-oriented 

lakes, river 

delta, coastal

Harrison Bay-Colville 

Delta

Beaufort 

Nearshore 

and Shelf

River delta

Oliktok Point to 

Demarcation Bay

Beaufort 

Nearshore 

and Shelf

Barrier islands, 

lagoons
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http://catalog.northslope.org/catalogs/9630
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http://www.pewtrusts.org/uploadedFiles/wwwpewtrustsorg/Reports/Protecting_ocean_life/PEW-1010_ARTIC_Report.pdf
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