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Connecting Mountains to Sea with  
New Partners on the Kenai Peninsula 
Audubon Alaska has been working with new partners since last spring on one of the fastest growing 
areas in Alaska, the Kenai Peninsula. Putting our skilled science staff on the job, Audubon Alaska 
created the Kenai Decision Support Tool. Part of the Mountains to Sea Initiative, the tool is an 
interactive map that makes a broad range of information about wildlife and habitat available for 
conservation and land management planning. 

The Need for a Plan
The Kenai Peninsula is a popular place for visitors and increasingly for residents. It’s known for 
shoulder-to-shoulder “combat” salmon fishing and for fantastic bird and wildlife viewing. An Alaska 
Department of Transportation report counted the number of vehicles passing a stretch of the Sterling 
Highway through the Kenai National Wildlife Refuge at 1.7 million passes by vehicles per year. It’s 
not all fun and games: the Cook Inlet commercial salmon fisheries pulled in more than $36 million in 
2012. About 56,000 people live there, drawn by the spectacular scenery and outdoor recreation. The 
population has been growing by about 1,000 new residents annually. 

Roughly three-quarters of the 6-million-acre peninsula is federal land—the Kenai National Wildlife 
Refuge, Kenai Fjords National Park, and Chugach National Forest—which increases the development 
pressure on the remaining land. The federal lands mostly cover the mountains along the spine of the 
peninsula, while the flatlands between the mountains and the sea are mainly private. Connectivity 
through developed areas is a key issue. As supervisory biologist John Morton at the Kenai Refuge 
points out, “most of the headwaters of anadromous streams are in protected lands, but those streams 
leave protected lands to reach Cook Inlet.” With about 3,000 miles of roads intersecting salmon 
streams at hundreds of locations, community growth will have an impact on wildlife and salmon, both 
critical to the peninsula’s recreation and resource economy. 

Bringing Partners Together
The need for conservation planning on the Kenai Peninsula is apparent, and the timing was just 
right to draw the project partners together. Audubon Alaska has developed decision support tools 
in the past, most recently for the National Petroleum Reserve–Alaska and previously for the Tongass 
National Forest. The Kenai National Wildlife Refuge had been doing substantial surveys for birds, 
insects, and other wildlife and had a solid base of information. Based in Homer, Alaska, the Kachemak 
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ALASKA WATCHLIST SPECIES
Photograph on masthead by US Fish & Wildlife Service

Lesser Yellowlegs  
Tringa flavipes

Although there are an estimated 400,000 
of these mid-sized shorebirds worldwide, 
Breeding Bird Surveys show rapid declines in 
at least part of their range. Lesser Yellowlegs 
nest only in the boreal forest of North America 
from Interior Alaska to Quebec, preferring 
bogs and muskegs surrounded by forest. 
They usually nest in slightly drier areas than 
their cousin the Greater Yellowlegs. Lesser 
Yellowlegs winter along the Pacific coast 
from San Francisco down through central and 
northern South America.

The Kenai Peninsula holds a variety of habitats, from mountain peaks to coastal wetlands and rocky coastline.  Photograph by Beth Peluso
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DIRECTOR’S VIEWPOINT

Success in the Arctic 
By Nils Warnock

Our conservation battles in Alaska tend to be long, drawn-out affairs since they usually involve many 
different stakeholders as well as millions of acres of land. When concrete conservation happens, espe-
cially when it involves 11 million acres (for comparison, West Virginia is roughly 15 million acres), 
that is reason to celebrate. Since Audubon Alaska’s Fall 2012 newsletter, we achieved a victory for 
conservation in America’s National Petroleum Reserve–Alaska (NPRA)—one that your time and dedica-
tion helped make possible. 

On 21 February 2013, then–Secretary of the Interior Ken Salazar announced the final decision on the 
first-ever, area-wide Integrated Activity Plan for the NPRA, an area roughly the size of Indiana (west of 
the perhaps more famous Arctic Refuge). Aside from being a mouthful, what does this mean in terms 
of conservation in the Arctic?

As you may have read in other newsletters and material from Audubon Alaska, the 22.8 million acres 
that make up the NPRA have tremendous ecological value. We are not the only ones who think this. 
A science paper in the journal Arctic that just came out in December concluded that the area around 
Teshekpuk Lake, within the NPRA, has some of the highest breeding densities of shorebirds in the 
circumpolar Arctic. Audubon Alaska has been a leader in promoting conservation of the Teshekpuk 
Lake area for many years. 

In light of this importance, the plan balances conservation and development. It designates 11 million 
acres as unavailable for oil and gas leasing, including 3.1 million acres in the Teshekpuk Lake Special 
Area. It continues to allow subsistence and recreational use of the area. At the same time, the plan 
keeps 11.8 million acres open for oil and gas leasing, allowing access to about 72 percent of the 
economically recoverable oil.  

Some other highlights of the plan include that it: 
• Expands the Teshekpuk Lake Special Area from 1.75 million acres to 3.65 million acres, protecting 

important habitat for the 60,000 caribou of the Teshekpuk Lake herd and tens of thousands of 
molting geese and millions of migratory birds from seven continents;

• Expands the Utukok River Uplands Special Area from 3.97 million acres to 7.06 million acres, pro-
tecting important habitat for the 348,000 caribou of the Western Arctic herd; and

• Creates the new 107,000-acre Peard Bay Special Area on the Arctic Ocean coast that would protect 
polar bear denning areas.

What really gives me pride in Audubon Alaska is that this plan includes 96 percent of the lands 
Audubon recommended for conservation in our comments to the Bureau of Land Management on the 
draft plan. Such a victory would not have been possible without the many letters and comments you 
submitted over the long fight to protect these very special places. However, it also shows the power 
of Audubon’s approach of using science and policy to effect conservation. 

In summary, while we have made significant gains in protecting Alaska’s Arctic, it is important to rec-
ognize that the current plan does not offer permanent land protection. A typical plan may last for 10 
years before it must be revised, so this plan gives us some breathing room. A campaign to permanently 
protect areas like Teshekpuk Lake now begins, but let us first take time to recognize our achievements.  
For now, 11 million acres of amazing, wild land will remain that way. Congratulations. u
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Teshekpuk Lake will be protected from development under the new plan.   
Photograph by Gerrit Vyn, Macaulay Library at Cornell Lab of Ornithology
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Heritage Land Trust purchases land for conservation and helps private 
land owners set up conservation protections. The land trust, founded 
in 1989, is a new partner for Audubon Alaska, although the group had 
used Audubon Alaska’s Important Bird Areas (IBAs) in some of its own 
analyses of priority conservation lands. The land trust was interested in 
a way to prioritize what areas to focus on to preserve wildlands con-
nectivity on the peninsula. Other partners include the Kenai Watershed 
Forum, Cook Inletkeeper, and the US Environmental Protection Agency. 
The project took flight thanks to funding from the US Fish and Wildlife 
Service Coastal Program.

What does a decision support tool look like? It’s a deceptively simple 
interactive map with extensive data behind the scenes. It allows you to 
choose what information you want to show: for example, salmon habitat, 
bird species, and roads that cross streams. By looking at the overlap of 
these “layers” of information, you can see what are potentially the most 
important areas for conservation. The best part is that you don’t have to 
be a mapmaking whiz to use it. 

Connecting Mountians to Sea (continued from page 1)

From the very start, the Kenai tool was designed collaboratively, involv-
ing partners from the earliest stages, and designed to help make decisions 
in a way that partners found useful. Marie McCarty, Executive Director of 
Kachemak Heritage Land Trust, says, “Maps prioritizing land for conser-
vation that the land trust created previously are static with a set list of 
data prioritized, so they aren’t flexible like this version is. Audubon’s 
Decision Support Tool represents the next level of mapping work and we 
are pleased to be working in partnership on this project.”

The Kenai Peninsula Decision Support Tool provides information resources 
for making informed conservation and land management decisions. 
Although communities are growing, the Kenai is still at a stage where we 
have the opportunity to balance urban development with the values that 
draw people to live and recreate there: abundant birds, fish, and wildlife 
that also call the Kenai home. u

Arctic Ocean Receives a Reprieve
The push to drill for oil in the Arctic Ocean has stalled out for the next two seasons. At 
the end of February, Shell announced it would abandon plans for more exploration in the 
Arctic Ocean in the summer of 2013, citing damage to its drillship the Kulluk—which ran 
aground near Kodiak on New Year’s Eve—and the need for major maintenance and repairs 
to its vessels this year in Asia. The company’s decision came after a season of mishaps 
dating back to last summer, and less than a week after the release of a report from a 
Coast Guard inspection in November that identified 16 violations on Shell’s other drillship 
the Noble Discoverer. In April, Conoco Phillips announced it will hold off its 2014 Arctic 
exploration as well, citing “regulatory uncertainty.” Whatever the reasons, the oil industry 
clearly isn’t prepared to drill safely in the harsh conditions of the Arctic Ocean. u 

The Kenai Decision Support Tool is an interactive map.  
Map by Nathan Walker

US Coast Guard Petty Officer 1st Class Sara Francis



4  AUDUBON ALASKA NEWS / SPRING 2013

Audubon Alaska would like to give heartfelt 
thanks to Simon Hamm for his service as an 
Audubon Alaska board member, including his 
term as board chair the past two years. Simon 
joined the board in fall 2004 and has served 
continuously except for a one-year sabbatical. 
He participated on the Education, Development, 
Nominations, Executive, and Real Estate com-
mittees. Simon has been patient and tireless 
in his role as chair and always makes sure his 
fellow board members and the staff receive rec-
ognition for their efforts. 

Simon and his wife Jenna operate Camp Denali 
and North Face Lodge, family-owned lodges in 
Denali National Park, each with its own conser-
vation mission and legacy dating back over 60 
years. Simon and Jenna generously invited the 
Audubon Alaska board to hold two spring board 
meetings at Camp Denali and have hosted fall 
board meetings at their Parkside Guest House 
in Anchorage. From their year-round home in 
Denali, Simon, Jenna, and their two children 
enjoy hiking, berry-picking, tundra-rolling, 
and welcoming park visitors from around the 
world for in-depth, natural history learning 
experiences. A private pilot, Simon’s forays 
aloft have complemented his on-the-ground 
appreciation for Alaska’s beauty, diverse eco-
systems, and precious natural resources.  

Outgoing Board Chair Reflects on Audubon Alaska
Here’s what Simon had to share about his 
board experience:

What was your reason for joining the 
Audubon Alaska Board? A desire to help pro-
tect natural resources in Alaska.

What was most challenging? Learning Robert’s 
Rules of Order. I have an annotated copy for 
Dummies, if anyone wants to inherit it…

What did you like most? Definitely working 
with each of the staff members and board 
members over the years. I’ve learned a tremen-
dous amount and been deeply inspired by all 
of you. And I take away many cherished friend-
ships from my time with Audubon Alaska.

What is your takeaway lesson? Make your 
bequest explicit!

What do you see as Audubon Alaska’s most 
significant achievement? There have been 
many, of course. One that coincides best 
with my time on the board is Teshekpuk Lake. 
When I came on, it was only known in the 
most esoteric circles, and many of us required 
a pronunciation key just to say it. Audubon 
Alaska’s leaders identified its conserva-
tion significance and our communications 

folks set about building awareness for a 
previously unheard-of lake at the most far-
flung edge of North America. Funding was 
won, and groundbreaking scientific analy-
sis was completed. As we know, our policy 
team recently delivered that analysis to the 
Interior Department, landing an astounding 
environmental victory that protects 96% of 
the lands Audubon Alaska recommended for 
conservation, while balancing demand for oil 
and gas leasing elsewhere in NPRA. Kudos to 
everyone at every step of the way on this 
accomplishment! u

Audubon Alaska’s 2013 Bird of the Year
This March, Audubon Alaska tried something new… an online election for the 2013 Bird of the 
Year. Participants voted for their favorite of three candidates from the Alaska WatchList, the 
list of vulnerable or declining species in Alaska that most need our help. The candidates were: 
Whiskered Auklet, Yellow-billed Loon, and Northern Goshawk.

The winner of the Audubon Alaska 2013 Bird of the Year election is (drumroll from the Hairy 
Woodpecker): Northern Goshawk! 

The competition was hot, with the Yellow-billed Loon in the lead for a stretch, but the fierce 
Northern Goshawk supporters swooped in to seize the win with 54% of the vote. The Yellow-billed 
Loon snagged 29% and the Whiskered Auklet trailed its whiskers with 17% of the vote. Better luck 
next year! 

The winner will be featured on our new window decals and highlighted throughout the year. 

Thanks to all who participated, and be sure to check out our new Facebook and Twitter sites.
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The ocean off the Arctic coast can be astonishingly filled 
with life in the right season. The globally-significant Barrow 
Canyon and Smith Bay marine Important Bird Area (IBA) is 
a prime example. This is a breeding area for roughly 125,000 
Black-legged Kittiwakes, 100,000 King Eiders (a red list Alaska 
WatchList species), 227,000 Long-tailed Ducks, 5,500 Sabine’s 
Gulls, 42,000 Arctic Terns, and 41,000 Red Phalaropes. 

The underwater Barrow Canyon stretches 125 miles off-
shore. From Peard Bay it cuts northeast, past Point Barrow, 
through the continental shelf to the Canada Basin, crossing 
the boundary between the Beaufort and Chukchi seas. Up 
to 6 miles wide and 3,000 feet deep at the northern end, the 
canyon is where currents meet and mix, creating a hotspot 
of ocean productivity. Virtually all the birds and marine mam-
mals migrating between the two seas pass through this area 
in spring and fall as they round Point Barrow. Birds such as 
Yellow-billed Loons, Long-tailed Ducks, Northern Fulmars, 
Short-tailed Shearwaters, Spectacled Eiders, King Eiders, 
and Common Eiders feed just offshore.  

Much of the southern nearshore canyon is open water 
through the winter due to persistent leads (open-water 
channels in sea-ice), and the northern offshore portion has 
concentrated ice present roughly from November to July, 
making this area accessible to migrating wildlife most of the 
year. As sea ice continues to recede, however, shipping may 
increase in this area as well as oil and gas exploration.

Smith Bay, offshore from Teshekpuk Lake, is shallow, provid-
ing a summer feeding area for Yellow-billed and Red-throated 
Loons, Spectacled Eiders, Steller’s Eiders, King Eiders, 
Common Eiders, Long-tailed Ducks and other waterfowl. 
Many of these species nest on the inland areas surround-
ing the bay. King Eiders stage in the bay before migrating. 
The Ikpikpuk River Delta draws large numbers of shorebirds 
in summer, adding to the abundance of birds in this IBA. u

Barrow Canyon and  
Smith Bay Important Bird Area

Red Phalaropes, shorebirds that spend nearly 11 months each year at sea, 
nest in this IBA in large numbers.   Photograph by Milo Burcham

Senator Lisa Murkowski continues to push hard to pass legislation (S. 
340) in Congress to allow the Sealaska Native Corporation to mod-
ify its remaining Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act (ANCSA) lands 
selections. While Audubon fully respects Sealaska’s right to secure its 
remaining land entitlement, there is no need for Congressional action. 
Sealaska has already made its final land selections, which are on file 
with the Bureau of Land Management (BLM), but the corporation has 
directed BLM to halt transfer as it seeks to rewrite ANCSA to obtain 
more valuable lands by lobbying Congress. 

The Tongass contains some of the largest remaining stretches of intact 
temperate rainforest worldwide. While S. 340 has changed somewhat 
from previous Sealaska proposals, the legislation remains fundamen-
tally flawed. S. 340:

• Would selectively log, or “high-grade,” rare, large-tree old growth 
in a manner fundamentally inconsistent with a prior Congressional 
ban on high-grading under the Tongass Timber Reform Act. 

• Would not adequately protect salmon streams in timber harvest 
areas that would be conveyed to Sealaska.

• Includes lands with exceptional ecological value identified as 
Tongass conservation priorities in the Tongass-wide habitat assess-
ment done by Audubon Alaska and The Nature Conservancy.

There continues to be strong opposition to this controversial proposal 
from local communities in Southeast Alaska concerned about impacts 
to fishing, hunting, and recreation in areas that would be transferred 
from public ownership to private ownership by Sealaska.

Audubon Alaska remains opposed to this unnecessary legislation, which 
could set a precedent to reopen ANCSA land claims across the state. u

Tongass Update

The Sealaska bill puts habitat at risk for birds such as Marbled Murrelets, which nest in 
old-growth trees in the Tongass.   Photograph by Milo Burcham
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ON THE HORIZON
In addition to the issues we currently work on, Audubon Alaska looks ahead to see what might be on the horizon.  
We are continually trying innovative ways to apply science and mapping to serve as tools for conservation.

Audubon Alaska is wading into a new project this spring: Birds in Bogs 
will be created in partnership with the University of Alaska Anchorage, 
The US Geological Survey (USGS), the US Fish and Wildlife Service, and 
the Alaska Department of Fish and Game. Stemming from the urban 
Important Bird Area (IBA) program we started last summer, Birds in Bogs 
will include field research and citizen science components in the Greater 
Anchorage area. 

More places than just IBAs are affected by urban development in Alaska’s 
biggest city, so we decided to expand our urban program accordingly. A 
key component of Birds in Bogs will be citizen science surveys. Lesser 
Yellowlegs will be the main focus species, but surveys will also docu-
ment other bog-loving species such as Rusty Blackbirds and aerial insec-
tivores such as swallows and Olive-sided Flycatchers. Audubon Alaska will 
work closely with Dr. Audrey Taylor, Assistant Professor of Environmental 
Studies at the University of Alaska Anchorage.

The Lesser Yellowlegs is a red list species on the Alaska WatchList. 
Although they seem common, these medium-sized shorebirds are declin-
ing enough to warrant concern. The car-alarm vocalization of these 
shorebirds as they defend their eggs and chicks rings out across the mus-
kegs, meadows, and open forests where they nest, and is a familiar sound 
to many Anchorage residents. They may be surprised, however, to learn 
that the bird they hear in their backyards may fly all the way to South 
America for the winter. Relatively little is known about the migration 
route the Alaska birds take; ongoing research by USGS wildlife biologist 
Lee Tibbitts is delving into the matter.

Anchorage has grown substantially since the 1990s. As a graduate stu-
dent, Tibbitts studied Lesser Yellowlegs in Anchorage in the late 1990s. 
The Birds in Bogs citizen science surveys will revisit those sites, where 
possible, to see if yellowlegs are still nesting there. In addition to col-
lecting information about the yellowlegs, another project goal is to con-
nect people with their backyard bogs, many of which have disappeared 
in the Anchorage area in the last several decades as more houses, roads, 
and other development projects were built.

Lesser Yellowlegs nest in boreal bogs and wetlands.  Photograph by S. Kropidlowski, US Fish & Wildlife Service

Coming to a Bog Near You in Anchorage

Swallows also seem to be declining for unknown reasons, so another 
task of Birds in Bogs will be to set out swallow nest boxes in bogs where 
this year’s surveys spot the birds. The nest boxes will hopefully tempt 
some swallows to nest in them next summer; some of those birds will 
then be outfitted with tiny data recording devices that will track where 
they travel. Learning where birds go and what routes they take can help 
us piece together where they face the challenges causing population 
declines.

You Can Help!
Citizen scientist volunteers will be crucial to this project. Volunteers 
will do three surveys of their bog site during May 15–25. There is 
also the possibility of a return to bog sites in June to survey for 
chicks. (Watch out for fuzziness!) Volunteer training is scheduled for 
the week of May 8. If you’re in the Anchorage area and would like 
to participate in the Birds in Bogs program, contact Beth Peluso for 
more information at bpeluso@audubon.org or 907-276-7034. u

Still Time to Join: 2013 Great American Arctic Birding Challenge 
Arctic-nesting birds have ranges that reach all 50 states and 6 continents, so what better way 
to celebrate spring and the birds that connect all of us than participating in the Great American 
Arctic Birding Challenge! 

Gather a team of up to six birders and scour the landscape to find as many birds as possible 
on the Great Challenge checklist. Submit your checklist by June 1 for prizes and a chance at 
the 2013 title.

For details visit www.AudubonAlaska.org. 

Arctic Tern calling.  Photograph by Kirk Rogers, US Fish & Wildlife Service



People of Audubon

BOARD

Audubon Alaska welcomes Matt Kirchhoff back to 
the Board. Matt was one of Audubon Alaska’s found-
ing board members before stepping down to join the 
staff as Director of Bird Conservation in 2008. Matt 
retired from that position last May. He frequently 
shows up in the office with his purse-dog, DeeDee. 
He has led Team Kingbird to a record number of 
second-place finishes in the annual Bird-a-Thon. 

Matt grew up in upstate New York and attended Syracuse University, SUNY 
College of Forestry, and the University of Maine.  Following graduate school he 
moved to Port Alexander, Alaska, where he staked land, built a log cabin, and 
served briefly as Mayor. He worked as a wildlife biologist in Southeast Alaska 
studying old-growth forest ecology, Sitka black-tailed deer, and Marbled 
and Kittlitz’s Murrelets.  He is a trustee emeritus of the Alaska Conservation 
Foundation, and a past winner of the Olaus Murie award for professional 
contributions to conservation in Alaska.  He lives in Anchorage with his wife, 
Patty, and has two adult children. u

STAFF

Ship Bright, Director of Development, was 
awarded a Fulbright Scholar Award and is teaching 
Social Entrepreneurism at both Charles University 
(founded 1348) and University of Economics, 
Prague in the Czech Republic this spring. Ship’s 
students hail from Russia, Germany, Sweden, 
Vietnam, Greece, Spain, England, Slovakia, and the 
Czech Republic. Ship’s Fulbright invitation to teach 

in the Czech Republic reflects the desire of the Czech people to strengthen 
their Civil Society sector since the Velvet Revolution lead by Vaclav Havel 
in 1989 and developing an inclusive democratic society. In addition to his 
regular teaching duties he has been an invited guest lecturer at Masaryk 
University in Brno, the United States Embassy’s “American Center” in Prague, 
and is a featured speaker and workshop leader at the 2013 International 
Fundraising Festival. Of the approximately 900 Fulbright scholars around the 
world this year, Ship is one of a handful of non-academics selected, which we 
think reflects the quality of people that work at Audubon! u

Audubon Alaska’s former Director of Development 
Lorelei Costa, after hiking the length of the Arctic 
with her husband Jason last summer, has rejoined 
the nonprofit world. She is now the Executive 
Director of the Outer Banks Community Foundation 
in North Carolina.u
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Answer to  
WatchList 

Quiz

Dunlin
Calidris alpina

Photograph by Milo Burcham

Dunlin nest on coastal tundra from the Alaska Peninsula north to the Arctic coast. 
Some Alaska Dunlin winter in eastern Asia, while others migrate to the Pacific Coast 
from southern Alaska to Mexico.

Audubon Alaska would like to thank Sirena 
Brownlee for the tireless energy and enthusi-
asm she brought to the board and to Audubon 
activities at the state and chapter levels. After 
twelve years in Alaska, she recently moved to Fort 
Collins, Colorado with her two little girls in search 
of sunshine and warmth!  Joining the Audubon 
Alaska board in fall 2008, Sirena served as vice-

chair and was on the executive committee. Sirena was active for ten years 
on the Anchorage Audubon chapter board as the field trips chair and web-
site administrator. She also took on the monumental task of compiler for 
the Anchorage Christmas Bird Count. Sirena says she was honored to serve 
on the board with so many talented and generous people. Her two young 
girls keep her on her toes constantly and she looks forward to teaching 
them about the grassland birds of Colorado and all the other new wildlife 
they will encounter. u

Audubon Alaska 
Just Got More Social
Now you can follow what’s going on with 
Alaska birds on Facebook and Twitter! Look 
for Audubon Alaska on Facebook or get 
tweets from AudubonAlaska1 on Twitter. 
Join us to learn about opportunities to take 
action, bird events, Alaska bird information, 
and to ask your burning bird questions. We 
hope to see you there!
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2013 Alaska Bird Festivals See www.AudubonAlaska.org for details

More than 4 million Western Sandpipers pass through Cordova each spring.   Photograph by Milo Burcham

WatchList 
Quiz Bird
Can you identify 
this species from 
the WatchList?  

Answer on page 7.

Alaska Hummingbird Festival 
Ketchikan, month of April

Stikine River Birding Festival 
Wrangell, April 25–April 28

International Migratory Bird Day 
• Spring Migration Celebration 

Creamer’s Field, Fairbanks, May 4
• Juneau, TBA (Juneau Audubon)
• Alaska Zoo, Anchorage, Alaska, May 19
• Kodiak Refuge Visitor Center, May 18 

Copper River Delta Shorebird Festival 
Cordova, May 2–5

Kachemak Bay Shorebird Festival 
Homer, May 9–12

Kenai River Birding Festival 
Kenai and Soldotna, May 16–19

12th Upper Tanana Migratory Bird Festival 
Tetlin National Wildlife Refuge,  
Tok Visitor Center, May 18

Yakutat Tern Festival 
May 30–June 2

Autumn Wings Festival 
Anchorage, August 17

Tanana Valley Sandhill Crane Festival 
Fairbanks, August 23–25

Alaska Bald Eagle Festival 
Haines, November 11–17


