
Dear Audubon Alaska Friend,  
  
I hope you enjoy this issue of Audubon Alaska’s e-news. In this email… 
  
1. Conservation Win for the Colville River Delta! 
2. Take Action: Support Protections for Cook Inlet Belugas  
3. Updates from the Tongass  
4. Take a Tour of Potter Marsh 
5. Great Backyard Bird Count Results 
6. Reduce Unwanted Mail—While Supporting Audubon 
 
 
 
1. Conservation Win for the Colville River Delta! 
 

Earlier this month the US Army Corps of Engineers announced a decision that will help safeguard a 
continentally significant Important Bird Area on Alaska’s North Slope.  
 
On February 5 the Corps rejected a proposal by ConocoPhillips to construct a bridge and elevated 
pipeline over a major channel of the Colville River. The project would have placed an unacceptable 
risk of a major oil spill in the Colville River Delta, an Important Bird Area that provides habitat for 74 
bird species and is particularly important for Spectacled Eider, Yellow-billed Loon, Brant, American 
Golden-Plover, and Stilt Sandpiper. During winter break-up the Colville River is subject to ice jams, 
which could breach an elevated oil pipeline.  
 
Audubon Alaska played a major role in advocating for this important decision, researching the issue, 
helping to coordinate actions by other conservation partners, and providing comments to the Corps, 
EPA, and US Fish and Wildlife Service. “The Army Corps made the responsible determination that 
there are other alternatives with less environmental impacts than the one originally proposed,” says 
Eric Myers, Policy Director for Audubon Alaska. Read more about the decision here.  

 
 
2. Take Action: Support Protections for Cook Inlet Belugas 
 

The National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) has proposed Critical Habitat designation for two 
areas in Alaska’s Cook Inlet for the federally endangered Cook Inlet beluga whale. Please support 
these efforts to protect this beloved and genetically distinct population. In the 1980s, an estimated 
1,300 belugas inhabited Cook Inlet. Today there are only 321 belugas, estimates NMFS.  
 
“If beluga whales disappear from Cook Inlet, the likelihood of reestablishing a beluga population here 
is highly doubtful, and the ecological role they play in the ecosystem would be lost forever,” says John 
Schoen, Senior Scientist for Audubon Alaska.  
 
If you want belugas to continue to exist in Cook Inlet, now is the time to speak up and let NMFS know 
your opinion. Comments are due March 3, 2010. Submit comments electronically here, or click here 
to learn more.  

 
 
3. Updates from the Tongass 
 

What and where is the Tongass? Nearly 17 million acres in size, the Tongass National Forest in 
Southeast Alaska is our nation’s largest national forest, and it encompasses the largest intact 
temperate rainforest on earth. Known for its glacial fjords, spectacularly rugged mountains, and 
sprawling forests of majestic, old-growth trees, the Tongass also supports fantastically abundant fish 
and wildlife, including all five species of Pacific salmon, brown bears, wolves, Bald Eagles, Northern 
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Goshawks, and Marbled Murrelets. Read more about the Tongass here, and check out our 
photograph of the Tongass at the bottom of this email. 
 
So what’s new in the Tongass? In a recent letter to US Forest Service Chief Tom Tidwell, Audubon 
and other conservation organizations urge the Forest Service to invest in new, sustainable 
management programs that will ensure both ecological and economic health in the Tongass well into 
the future. Click here to read the letter. 
 
What else is new? Congress is considering a controversial proposal that could harm the Tongass by 
transferring land important for conservation, recreation, hunting, and fishing to a private corporation 
for clear-cut logging and other forms of development. This advertisement, sponsored in part by 
Audubon Alaska, calls for Senator Lisa Murkowski to consider the interests of everyone with a stake 
in the future of the Tongass—especially the local residents who live and work there—before moving 
forward.  
 
Read all the latest news about the Tongass, including our recent letter to Senator Wyden, in our new 
Tongass Press Room. 
 
  

4. Take a Tour of Potter Marsh 
 

Take an audio tour of Potter Marsh with Audubon Alaska’s Senior Scientist, John Schoen. On this 
podcast, sponsored by Audubon and the Alaska Department of Fish and Game, learn about the 
wintering birds and mammals at Anchorage’s Potter Marsh. How do Black-capped Chickadees 
survive the frigid, short days of winter, and what the heck are muskrat “push-ups”? Learn all this and 
more by going to www.audubonalaska.org and clicking on the podcast link in the left-hand column. 
(Depending on your computer connection, the podcast may take a few minutes to download.) 

  
 
5. Great Backyard Bird Count Results 
 

Thanks to all the birders and citizen scientists who participated in this February’s Great Backyard Bird 
Count! So far 36 communities across Alaska have submitted their checklists, from Dillingham to 
Copper Center to Ketchikan. Can you guess the most numerous species reported so far? Hint: Most 
of them were seen in Homer.  
 
Click here to find out and to see all Alaska results. (And if you participated in the count, don’t forget 
that checklists are due March 1!) 

 
 
6. Reduce Unwanted Mail—While Supporting Audubon 
 

Interested in supporting Audubon Alaska without the hassle and environmental cost of unwanted 
mail? Try our new monthly giving program. You choose the amount. You choose your giving method 
(credit card or checking account debit). You get uninterrupted delivery of Audubon magazine. And I 
never mail you a fundraising letter again. We save paper, fuel, and mailing costs—and the birds, 
wildlife, and habitats of Alaska! Learn more here, or click here to sign up. 

 
 
Thanks for reading Audubon Alaska’s e-news! I welcome your comments and questions by email 
(lcosta@audubon.org) or by phone (907-276-7034). 
 
With warm wishes for the winter, 
Lorelei 
 
PS  Help us spread the word; please forward this email to a friend. 
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Port Houghton, Tongass National Forest, Photograph by John Schoen 
 
 
Lorelei Costa 
Audubon Alaska 
 
441 West Fifth Avenue, Suite 300 
Anchorage, AK 99501 
  
t: 907-276-7034 
f: 907-276-5069 
lcosta@audubon.org 
www.audubonalaska.org 
  
Donate Securely Online  
 
 
--------------------------------------------- 
About this email: We send periodic email messages to friends of Audubon Alaska about important news, 
upcoming events, and other items of special interest. We promise to never share your email address with 
another party. If you want to be added to or removed from this list, just email me at lcosta@audubon.org.  
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