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The Important Bird Area (IBA) Program is a global effort to identify and conserve areas that are essential habitat for birds at global, continental, and state . cBayr:w& " _ ™~
scales. To qualify as a globally significant IBA, a proposed site must hold a significant number of a globally threatened species, or a significant percentage Nearshore F P

o . | of a global population, as evidenced by documented, repeated observation of substantial congregations in an area. In Alaska, most globally significant
[BAs are places that regularly hold more than 1% of the North American population of a congregatory waterbird species, or more than 1% of the
global population of a congregatory seabird species, defined by BirdLife International. Audubon Alaska used these criteria to map IBAs of four
types: breeding colonies, and core areas at-sea, in the coastal/nearshore zone, or on land. These places are relied on for breeding, nesting,
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Results & Discussion

Ultimately, the new IBA network is a blend of the original versions and the
Nearshore new analysis. In total, we identified 207 IBAs across Alaska’s land and sea |
e | - covering over 370,000 km? (>90 million acres), or about 7% of Alaska’s land §
and sea. The final IBAs include 127 previously recognized areas: 44 expert-
derived, 8 revised expert-derived, and 75 with revised boundaries and
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