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The advancement this morning of President Obama's nominee for Interior secretary drew cheers 
from some environmentalists but jeers from key conservation groups who criticized the 
department for postponing its decision on whether to allow a road through Alaska's Izembek 
National Wildlife Refuge. 

The Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee's 19-3 vote to send the nomination of 
Sally Jewell, chief of outdoor retailer REI, to the Senate floor followed an agreement late last 
night between the committee's top Republican and outgoing Interior Secretary Ken Salazar to 
conduct additional review of how a proposed 20-mile road through the refuge would affect 
public safety in King Cove (Greenwire, March 21). 

A memo issued by Salazar ordered a new round of consultations with Native Alaskans and a 
secretarial visit to King Cove to gather additional public input and assess the safety benefits of 
building the road. 

The accord was struck weeks after Murkowski threatened to place a hold on Jewell's 
confirmation. 

It postpones, for now, the finalization of a Fish and Wildlife Service proposal last month to reject 
the road, a potentially costly concession to some green groups. 

"You should not be trading science for someone's nomination," said Desiree Sorenson-Groves, 
vice president of government affairs for the National Wildlife Refuge Association. She noted that 
FWS after years of environmental review had concluded the road would irreparably harm 
waterfowl, grizzlies, salmon and wilderness values. 

"Politics has gotten in front of something that should have no politics behind it," she said. 

Nicole Whittington-Evans, who directs the Wilderness Society's office in Anchorage, said 
Interior has already thoroughly analyzed the human and environmental issues at Izembek. 

"The solution has already been provided," she said, referring to $37.5 million in taxpayer dollars 
in 1998 that helped fund a hovercraft service that successfully performed more than 30 medical 
evacuations. 



Nils Warnock, executive directive of Audubon Alaska, said the proposed road would traverse a 
sensitive wetlands habitat that is home to nearly all the world's Pacific black brants and 
endangered steller's eiders. He said he does not expect any new data supporting the road. 

"We're disappointed to see them kick that can down the road," he said this afternoon. "When an 
entire population of a species concentrates in one area, that makes that population incredibly 
sensitive." 

Defenders of Wildlife President Jamie Rappaport Clark said she, too, was "troubled and 
dismayed" with the Obama administration's decision to meet Murkowski's demands. 

"They are ignoring their own Fish and Wildlife Service, which already made a scientifically and 
legally sound assessment that a road through federally designated wilderness within Alaska's 
Izembek National Wildlife Refuge would destroy wetlands of international importance to 
migratory waterfowl and other important wildlife species," she said in a statement. "The village 
of King Cove, the main proponent of this road, already got $37.5 million in taxpayer money in 
1998 -- $47,000 per resident of this small 792-person town -- to address the exact same issues 
they are asking taxpayers to foot the bill for again." 

While Jewell is viewed as sympathetic to conservation interests and has backed groups that 
oppose roadbuilding in primitive areas, she has not indicated an opinion on the Izembek issue. 
For advocates of the refuge, Salazar's departure is troubling, given that he has already weighed in 
as opposed to the road. Jewell is almost certain to make the final decision. 

In a statement this afternoon, Salazar said the decision to further review the Izembek decision 
was based on his conversations with Alaska Natives. 

"Pursuant to the unique trust relationship that Interior holds with Alaska Natives, and in response 
to concerns raised that a non-commercial road is necessary for medical evacuations from King 
Cove, I believe that additional steps and dialogue are appropriate before a final decision is 
made," he said. 

Other environmental groups less focused on the Izembek issue offered praise for the committee 
vote, arguing that Jewell is poised to restore balance between development and protection of the 
agency's massive land estate. 

"The committee's strong bipartisan support of Sally Jewell's nomination should clear the way for 
quick confirmation by the full Senate," said League of Conservation Voters President Gene 
Karpinski. "President Obama has already doubled our use of renewable energy and protected 
some of our most cherished landscapes, but there's a lot more work to do. That's why we need 
Sally Jewell leading the Interior Department and working every day to protect public lands and 
promote conservation." 

Mary Rafferty, conservation program coordinator for Environment America, called Jewell a 
"strong choice" for Interior secretary, citing her past conservation and philanthropic support of 
public lands. 



"We encourage the Senate to swiftly confirm Sally Jewell's nomination, as there is no time to 
waste in protecting America's treasured landscapes," he said in a statement. "We look forward to 
continue our work with the Department of the Interior under Jewell's leadership." 

 


