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Dear Friend, 

        May was a whirlwind of bird festivals, which included the Audubon Alaska board meeting in 
Cordova during the Copper River Shorebird Festival. Even with high winds and drifts of snow along the 
road, large flocks of hungry Western Sandpipers showed up. Audubon Alaska helped support the 
festival by giving a keynote presentation about our work in Alaska, which was followed by a talk from 
Audubon Panama.  

        In this newsletter, you can catch up on the spring print newsletter if you were busy watching for 
first-of-spring birds, get an update on the progress of our Important Bird Area program, check out the 
Pacific Loon nest webcam in Anchorage, and submit your last-minute comments about protecting 
important places in the Western Arctic. 

  

1. Speak up for Arctic Wildlife—Comment Deadline Extended to June 15 
2. Live! Pacific Loon Cam  
3. Spring 2012 Print Newsletter (and Northern Goshawk video) 
4. New Alaska Important Bird Areas in the Works 
5. Alaska WatchList Quiz 

   

Speak Up for Arctic Wildlife—Comment Deadline Extended to June 15 

        In a rare move, the Department of Interior extended the public comment period for the first-
ever, area-wide management plan for the National Petroleum Reserve–Alaska from June 1 to June 15. 
If you haven’t submitted your comments, now is your chance! 

        Why is Audubon Alaska concerned about the Reserve? Nils Warnock, Audubon Alaska’s executive 
director, gives one reason—a migrating Whimbrel that he helped tag with a satellite transmitter, as he 
describes in a letter to the Anchorage Daily News.  

        The Whimbrel is just one of millions of migratory birds, including rare Yellow-billed Loons and 
threatened Spectacled Eiders, that breed, forage, molt, and stage in the Reserve each summer then 
migrate to virtually all states in the U.S. and all continents. Two herds of caribou totaling more than 
400,000 animals migrate to calving grounds in the Reserve. Healthy populations of grizzly bear, 
wolverine, and arctic fox range across the region.  Polar bear, walrus, beluga whale, and several 
species of ice seal thrive along the coastline.  

        Audubon Alaska supports Alternative B in the draft plan as the clear choice for balanced 
management of the Reserve. It would effectively protect habitat vital to healthy wildlife populations in 
America’s Arctic while also allowing for future oil and gas development. Alternative B would protect 
several ecologically important areas with exceptional wildlife: Teshekpuk Lake/Dease Inlet, Peard Bay, 
Utukok River Uplands/DeLong Mountains, Colville River, and Kasegaluk Lagoon. 

        Submit your comments online today, and remember B is for Birds! 

http://www.adn.com/2012/05/11/v-printer/2461869/letters-to-the-editor-51212.html
http://www.audubonaction.org/NPRAaction


  

Raise Your Voice for Arctic Birds 

        Want to help preserve important habitat for the incredible wildlife of the Arctic? In June, if you 
contribute to the National Audubon “Raise Your Voice for Arctic Birds,” campaign, your 
contribution will be matched dollar for dollar! Our conservation work depends on dedicated supporters 
like you. 

 

 

 

Photo by Tim Bowman, US Fish & Wildlife Service 

 

Live! Pacific Loon Cam  

        The Pacific Loon nest webcam on Connors Lake in Anchorage, Alaska is streaming live. Each 
spring, the Anchorage Audubon chapter sets up a floating nest platform outfitted with a webcam that 
broadcasts the loons on the nest. The Alaska Dispatch reported the loons laid their first egg this year 
on May 19, and the second on May 22. Smaller than Common Loons, Pacific Loons are easy to 
distinguish from their larger cousins by their silvery-gray heads. Pacific loons usually lay two eggs, 
which take about a month to hatch. Check in to see how the little family is doing! 

   

Spring 2012 Print Newsletter 

https://secure3.convio.net/nasaud/site/Donation2?df_id=4340&4340.donation=form1&s_src=audak
http://www.allaboutbirds.org/page.aspx?pid=2454


        May was a busy month! If you missed Audubon Alaska’s Spring 2012 print newsletter, you 
can view it on the Audubon Alaska website.  

        The print newsletter featured the Northern Goshawk in the WatchList species profile. A 
subspecies known as the Queen Charlotte Goshawk inhabits the dense forest of the Tongass National 
Forest in Southeast Alaska. How does a hawk that size navigate through the narrow spaces of 
temperate rainforest? Check out this video of a Goshawk in tight spaces. (Thanks to Gary Bullock 
for passing this along!) 

   

New Alaska Important Bird Areas in the Works 

        With the giant leaps digital mapping technology has taken since the last time Audubon Alaska 
identified Important Bird Areas—key places for breeding, migrating, or wintering birds—we decided to 
take a fresh look at the marine habitats of Alaska. Audubon Alaska’s mapping staff has been hard at 
work over the last year, peering into information about where birds gather on Alaska’s coasts and the 
surrounding oceans. Some of the questions we needed to answer included: how far out from a nesting 
colony do you draw the boundary of an Important Bird Area?  If nesting colonies for different species 
are close together, do you create one or two Important Bird Areas?  

        By using information from bird surveys and developing new mapping techniques, Audubon 
Alaska drew the boundaries around 128 new Important Bird Areas: 69 are pelagic (ocean) areas, and 
59 are breeding colonies. When we finished the major work of identifying new Important Bird Area 
nominations this May, we sent them to National Audubon. Once approved at that level, our 
recommendations go to BirdLife International for final approval. When that happens, we can celebrate! 
Right now though, it’s time to start looking at the landbirds of Alaska… 

  

Alaska WatchList Quiz 

        The quiz questions are pulled from information about species on the Alaska WatchList, which is 
available on the Audubon Alaska website.  

        The prize for this month’s quiz will be an Audubon Important Bird Area pin and a new Audubon 
Alaska Spectacled Eider window decal to three lucky winners. (If you already received one, share one 
with a friend!) I will do a drawing from all correct answers submitted. 

        What songbird species on the Alaska WatchList may be declining partially because of 
its tendency to favor post-forest-fire habitat? 

         HINT: Based on the phrase for remembering this bird's song, this bird would join you for drinks 
at happy hour. 

        PREVIOUS ANSWER: The answer to the last Alaska WatchList question “What Alaska WatchList 
species breeds Arctic-wide, with small numbers wintering in the Bering and Chukchi seas?” is Ivory 
Gull. 

  

  
Happy birding,  

http://ak.audubon.org/sites/default/files/documents/spring_2012_newsletter_final_for_web.pdf
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2CFckjfP-1E&feature=player_embedded
http://ak.audubon.org/alaska-watchlist
http://ak.audubon.org/alaska-watchlist
http://ak.audubon.org/alaska-watchlist


Beth Peluso, Communications Manager 

 

PS You’ve received this email because, at one point or another, you shared your email address with 
Audubon. If you’d rather not receive emails from me, just let me know at bpeluso@audubon.org.  
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