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Dear Friend, 
As the holidays approach, it’s time for one of my traditions, the Audubon Christmas 
Bird Count! It’s a good reminder to take time to enjoy the natural world during the 
rush of the season, and there’s always the hope of spotting something unusual... 
 

1. Christmas Bird Count Time is in the Air 
2. Researchers Track Bald Eagles in Haines, Alaska 
3. Alaska Magazine Discount for Audubon Members 
4. Alaska WatchList Quiz 

 
 
Christmas Bird Count Time is in the Air 
Today marks the start of the 113th Christmas Bird Count Season: the count period 
runs from December 14, 2012 to January 5, 2013.  
 
This year, there are some exciting changes. After a detailed survey and much 
thoughtful review, National Audubon decided the Christmas Bird Count will now be 
a FREE event! (In the past, participants had to pay a $5 fee.) The hope is that 
people will donate what they can to the count to help support the 112-year-old 
effort. Another big change is that Audubon will no longer publish a print version of 
American Birds, the summary of the count results. Instead, the information will be 
available online.  
 
Many communities will hold their counts on December 15, the first weekend of the 
Christmas Bird Count period, but be sure to check the schedule of Alaska Christmas 
Bird Counts on the Audubon Alaska website. If you aren’t able to head out on foot, 
or by car, boat, skis, snowmachine, or dogsled, remember you can be a feeder 
watcher from your home. Just contact a local count compiler for details. You can 
sign up for a count near you on the National Audubon website. So don’t forget to 
sign up, and get your binoculars ready! 
 



 
(Captured eagle 2Z, showing the attached transmitter. The eagle is wearing a hood 
for safety during handling.) 
 
Researchers Track Bald Eagles in Haines, Alaska  
By Yiwei Wang 
 
Researchers from the University of California at Santa Cruz, in collaboration with 
the US Fish and Wildlife Service and Alaska Department of Fish and Game, recently 
commenced a long-term study to better understand the importance of spawning 
salmon to migrating bald eagles. Eagles rely heavily on salmon for winter survival, 
yet little is known regarding how eagles track salmon. The team’s aim is to outfit 20 
or more eagles with GPS tracking devices and follow their movements over multiple 
years to determine how eagle migration is impacted by salmon availability. 
 
This November, the team, headed by PhD student Rachel Wheat, completed a pilot 
trapping session along the Chilkat River in Haines, AK, where thousands of eagles 
congregate each year to feed on a late fall run of chum salmon. This area falls 
within the Chilkat Bald Eagle Preserve Important Bird Area. Up to 4,000 bald eagles 
have been recorded in late fall, one of the densest concentrations in the world. 
Because of ground-water dynamics where the Chilkat and several other rivers 
meet, a portion of the rivers remain unfrozen later than surrounding areas, allowing 
the birds access to the spawning salmon. 
 
The researchers successfully captured five eagles (3 females and 2 males) and 
outfitted the birds with GPS tracking devices. Data from the last month show that 
both male eagles have already flown more than 200 miles southward from their 
capture location into British Columbia, whereas the female eagles have remained in 
the Chilkat Valley.  
 



To find out more about this research project and follow the movements of the 
eagles, visit ecologyalaska.blogspot.com.      
 
 

Alaska Magazine Discount for Audubon Members 
Just in time for the season of giving, our friends at Alaska Magazine are offering 
Audubon Alaska supporters a specially discounted subscription rate that is the 
lowest rate they offer: $12 for a one-year subscription. You can sign up for 
Alaska Magazine at: www.alaskamagazine.com/audubon. 
 
As part of our developing relationship with Alaska Magazine, articles by Audubon 
Alaska staff will appear in several issues. Read Beth Peluso’s article “Mystery of 
the Disappearing Sea Ducks” from the November 2012 issue, and keep an eye 
out for our Landscape Ecologist Melanie Smith’s article about her voyage through 
the Bering Strait on an icebreaker in the March edition.   
 
 
Alaska WatchList Quiz 
The quiz questions are pulled from information about species on the Alaska 
WatchList, which is available on the Audubon Alaska website.  
 
What Alaska songbird on the WatchList blends into the snow, but its small 
population is what really makes it difficult to see in North America? 
 

HINT: This songbird nests on only 2 islands in the Bering Sea. In winter, you can 
find it along Western Alaska, and sometimes on the Kenai Peninsula mixed in with 
its similar-looking, more abundant cousin. 
 

 
 
Audubon Alaska wishes you a joyful holiday, and don’t forget to put out your bird 
feeders! 
 
Beth Peluso, Communications Manager 
 
PS You’ve received this email because, at one point or another, you shared your email address with 
Audubon. If you’d rather not receive emails from me, just let me know at bpeluso@audubon.org.  
 


