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The Arctic Ocean is one of the least understood regions on Earth. Yet
large portions of the Chukchi and Beaufort seas have already been made
available for oil and gas leasing, and additional lease sales are under
consideration, subject to a complex array of administrative, legal, and
policy proceedings.

Audubon is working several fronts to draw attention to the need for a
sound scientific understanding of Arctic marine ecosystems before more
decisions about oil and gas activity are made. Toward that end,
Audubon, in cooperation with Oceana, has compiled a draft Atlas of the
Chukchi and Beaufort Seas (see map) to highlight the physical features
and ecological resources at risk in the region. While Audubon rarely
participates in litigation, it has been necessary to slow the reckless rush
toward massive industrialization. Audubon joined with several other
groups to file an amicus brief in the court challenge of the Bush
Administration’s 5-Year Offshore Lease Plan 2007-2012. Audubon also
joined as a plaintiff to challenge Lease Sale 193 in the Chukchi Sea, in
which nearly three million acres were sold for over $2.6 billion in
February 2008.

Even without offshore oil and gas development, the Arctic Ocean is
undergoing profound change. Summer sea ice is decreasing rapidly, a
serious threat to ice-dependent species, such as polar bear and ice seals.

Changes in the marine food web are already apparent, a significant
concern for bottom-feeding mammals and sea birds, including walrus
and the endangered Spectacled Eider. Audubon has identified nearly 30
Important Bird Areas in the Arctic Ocean, which provide vital habitat for
millions of shorebirds, seabirds, and waterfowl, all of which may be
affected by these changes.

In February 2009 Interior Secretary Ken Salazar described the Bush
Administration’s push for offshore oil and gas development as “a
headlong rush of the worst kind” and promised to restore what he
described as a “broken process.” The Interior Department’s willingness
to take a new look at offshore oil and gas development is welcome and
overdue. But critical decisions about offshore development are still
pending, and the pressures to move forward with development are
enormous.

The technology does not exist to clean up oil spills in broken ice.
Government scientists have predicted a 33 to 51 percent chance of one
or more large oil spills in the Chukchi Sea alone. Audubon will continue
to advocate for a better understanding of the Arctic marine ecosystem,
adequate consultation with Arctic residents about their needs, and the
necessity of meaningful and effective mitigation measures. �

Polar bear denning and oil and gas leases in the Arctic Ocean. This map is from the draft Atlas of the Chukchi and Beaufort Seas, compiled by Audubon Alaska
in cooperation with Oceana. The draft atlas is under public review on our website (www.audubonalaska.org) until November. For more information contact
Melanie Smith at (907) 276-7034.

Critical Decisions in a Changing Arctic
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CHAPTER NEWS

Prince William Sound
Audubon Society
By Milo Burcham, PWS Audubon President

Prince William Sound (PWS) Audubon had
eight monthly meetings from September through
April, with attendance ranging from 20 to 30.
Natural history presentations covered a range of
topics, including seabirds of the Bering Sea, birds
of Alaska's Arctic, wildlife of Saint Paul Island,
and Little Auks in Norway.

Our Christmas Bird Count was held on
December 20, 2008. We had 30 participants and
observed 57 species. Most notable, perhaps, was
that not a single Pine Siskin was observed. High
counts were recorded for Great Blue Heron, Brown
Creeper, Chestnut-backed Chickadee, Downy
Woodpecker, Red-throated Loon, and Bonaparte's
Gull.

Chapter members assisted with the Copper
River Delta Shorebird Festival by participating in
festival planning, setting up for various events,
and leading field trips. Milo Burcham gave a
presentation on Prince William Sound and the
Copper River Delta before the keynote speaker.
We are also continuing work on sign development
for the breakwater trail, using funds provided
from the Collaborative Funding grant from
National Audubon.

Kodiak Audubon Society
By Claudia Anderson, Kodiak Audubon President

Collaboration and volunteerism played major
roles in last year’s activities. Kodiak Audubon
worked with four other organizations to sponsor -
the two-day event, "20 Years Later: Exxon Valdez
Oil Spill." Our members volunteered at Kodiak’s
National Wildlife Refuge, and we collaborated
with the refuge by supplying and manning a bird
feeder building station at the Migratory Bird Day
extravaganza. Once again the summer hiking
program was extensive, with hikes of varying
levels of difficulty offered every weekend. Our kick-
off hike climbed a bluff to overlook Narrow Cape to
spot migrating humpbacks during Whale Fest.

This year chapter members led bird
identification hikes for fifth graders at Camp
Woody. We also developed, laminated, and
donated “The Birds of Woody Island” identification
guide for all of the elementary schools. Conservation
concerns for us included the Kodiak Airport
runway expansion proposal, cruise ship mixing
zones, and the continued degradation of habitat
from off-road vehicles.

Juneau Audubon Society
By Mark Schwan, Juneau Audubon President

The Juneau Chapter continued its tradition of
monthly programs for members and the general
public. Attendance was strong, ranging from 25
to 45 people. Participation was also up at our
Saturday morning spring bird walks, Wednesday
noon walks, and summer field trips. One of our
members gave a presentation on local birds at
the Juneau Pioneers’ Home, which was very well
received.

Our chapter obtained a permit to salvage eagle
parts, and more than 400 eagle feathers were
collected and sent to the national repository in
Colorado for distribution to Native American
groups for cultural purposes. Our two fundraising
activities, the Public Market and the three cruises
to Berners Bay, were successful, and the Berners
Bay trips sold out again this year. We gave
several donations, ranging from $100 to $500,
for projects consistent with our mission.

We submitted comments on several
conservation issues during the past year,
including the proposed upland airstrip near the
village of Angoon on Admiralty Island, proposed
cell phone towers in Juneau, proposed changes
to the waterfowl hunting seasons in Southeast,
and a proposed gull egg harvest in Glacier Bay.

Arctic Audubon Society
By Gail Mayo, Arctic Audubon President

Arctic Audubon continued to offer evening
programs, publish newsletters, and conduct field
trips. We initiated work on an Important Bird
Area application for Yukon Flats National Wildlife
Refuge and awarded two small grants to help
expand the scope of existing bird studies.

Approximately 25 people contributed roughly
250 volunteer hours to Arctic Audubon activities.
We held seven monthly evening programs and
conducted six field trips, plus another ten for
school classes. Approximately 150 people
participated in various chapter programs and
trips last year. We published six electronic
newsletters, contributed letters to the editor on
policy issues, and met with elected officials on
policy issues.

Our chapter’s highest priority state
policy issues are the Yukon Flats Land
Exchange, BLM Eastern Interior planning,
and Arctic Refuge awareness for Alaskans. We
also offered birding/bird identification classes.

Anchorage Audubon Society
By Mr. Whitekeys, Anchorage Audubon President

In the first half of 2009, the Anchorage
Audubon Society was proud to present
appearances by many visiting celebrities,
including the Cassin’s Finch (Seward), the Ruff
(Westchester Lagoon), the Sabine’s Gull (Ship
Creek and Chester Creek flats), the Willow
Flycatcher (Moose River), the Eared Grebe (Kenny
Lake), and the Slaty-backed Gull (Ship Creek).
Although the Anchorage Audubon Board arranged
the dates, airfare, and lodging, we wish to thank
everyone who helped publicize these
performances, including Carol Griswold, Buz
Scher, David Sonneborn, Todd Eskelin, Ed Clark,
and James Levison.

Anchorage Audubon continues to promote
conservation of local habitat and present
informative and entertaining monthly programs.
The chapter also organized field trips throughout
the Anchorage Bowl Area, the Palmer Hayflats,
the Gunsight Mountain Hawkwatch, Seward by
land and by sea, and two Birding Smackdowns,
which pitted birders head-to-head in a display of
vicious competition that proved just how ugly
the sport of birding can get. Winning honors
were awarded to “All For Knot,” “The Twisted
Listers,” and “The Shore Babes.” Anchorage
Audubon hopes to continue this tradition of anti-
social ornithology in the future.
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Chocolate Lily Photograph by Taldi Walter
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John Alexander of Sheffield, Massachusetts is a
retired Vice President of Chicago's Harris Trust &
Savings Bank and Cofounder and President of the
Stewart Foundation. He chairs the Lemur Conservation
Foundation Board and is Chairman-elect of the
Lincoln Park Zoo Board. He is also a member of the
American Museum of Natural History's Advisory
Committee for Biodiversity and Conservation. An
accomplished wildlife photographer and mountain
climber, John is a graduate of Purdue University,
attended the University of Chicago Graduate School of
Business, and is currently a master's degree candidate
in Environmental Science. �

Entrepreneur and business executive Alexis Maybank
of New York City founded and served as the first CEO
of Gilt Groupe, Inc., an invitation-only shopping
website that offers fashion and luxury-branded goods
at deep discounts to its members. Alexis previously
served in executive positions at AOL and eBay. She
earned her BA in Environmental Science and Public
Policy from Harvard University and her MBA from
Harvard Business School. Her interests include skiing,
hiking, and travel (especially in Alaska). �

People of Audubon

BOARD

We are sorry but proud to say goodbye to Pat Pourchot,
who resigned in June as Audubon Alaska’s Senior
Policy Representative to accept a position with
Secretary of Interior Ken Salazar as Special Assistant
for Alaska. Pat has worked in Alaska most of his adult
life, dating back to 1972 when he worked as a Natural
Resources Specialist for the Department of the
Interior. Pat served in both houses of the Alaska State
Legislature and in the cabinet of former Governor
Tony Knowles, including as Commissioner of Natural
Resources. Good luck, Pat! �

STAFF

We are delighted to welcome four new members to the Audubon Alaska Board: John Alexander, Alexis Maybank, Margery Nicolson, and David Shaw.

David Shaw of Fairbanks is a research biologist with
the Alaska Bird Observatory and owner and head
guide of Wild Imagination Tours. David earned his BS
at Evergreen State College in Olympia, Washington
and his MS in Wildlife Biology at the University of
Alaska Fairbanks. His master’s thesis was Migrant
Stopover and Resident Species Loss in the Sierra de
Los Tuxtlas, Mexico. David is an expert birder and
naturalist and certified Wilderness First Responder.
His hobbies include birding, wilderness trips,
photography, writing, international travel, natural
history, and reading. �

We are pleased to welcome Margery Nicolson back to
the Board. Margery was a founding Audubon Alaska
Board member and has been reappointed to a new
term. Margery has served on the boards of both
Audubon California and the National Audubon
Society, and she is a passionate volunteer for the Iain
Nicolson Audubon Center at the Rowe Sanctuary in
Gibbon, Nebraska. �

Eric Myers has taken a leave of absence from the
Audubon Alaska Board to serve as part-time Senior
Policy Representative while we recruit a full-time
Policy Director. As an employee and as a volunteer,
Eric has been involved with Alaska-based non-profit
conservation organizations for the past 30 years. A
graduate of Dartmouth College with a BA in
Environmental Studies, Eric has worked for the Alaska
State Legislature and the Alaska Center for the
Environment and served as Director of Operations at
the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council. Over the
past several years, Eric has focused his efforts on
public health policy and Alaska conservation issues.�
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Rubber Chicken Finds New Roost
Each spring, Audubon Alaska sponsors an annual Birdathon, in which teams compete to identify as many
different bird species as possible in 24 hours. In addition to a long day of birding, the Birdathon is an
opportunity for the teams to raise funds for Audubon’s important conservation work in Alaska. Thanks to many
generous sponsors, the Birdathon has raised nearly $200,000 over the past nine years.

In the past few years, the Birdathon has become increasingly competitive, especially since the introduction of the
Rubber Chicken Trophy for the second-place team. This year, the Rubber Chicken Trophy found a new roost with
the Juneau-based “Team Kingbird,” led by Audubon staff member Matt Kirchhoff.

He may be smiling, but Matt Kirchhoff (left) is just putting a good face on, as he takes over the second-place
Rubber Chicken Trophy from last year’s recipient, Eric Myers.

Third place winners, “Team Swift,” in action.
Photograph by Brad Benter
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